THE ORDER OF WORSHIP

September 6, 2026
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

We Gather in God's Name. . .

PRELUDE

PRAYER OF PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
Draw us, O God, into your presence that we may glimpse your
purposes for us. Calm our fears and lead us to deeper trust. Steady
our hearts that we may not fear to undertake whatever mission you
have for us today. Grant us such compassion that we may open our
hearts and hands to others who need the help we can provide.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND GREETING

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One: God sends light to us this day and invites us to meet one
another in this light.

All:  Light breaks forth like the dawn, drawing us into
relationships with one another.

One: Humble yourselves for the worship of God that you may
be empowered to serve.

All:  God makes us to be salt of the earth and lights to show
God’s works to the world.
*QPENING HYMN “Arise, Your Light Is Come” #411
*CALL TO CONFESSION
We come to worship with varied needs and different motives. Our
journey home to God begins with admitting we need God’s grace.

Let us bring our sins and failing to God’s light. Let us confess all
that separates us from God.

*SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION

“Grace Greater Than Our Sin”
Lt. Blue Songbook #76

Singing: Grace, grace, God’s grace,
grace that will pardon and cleanse within;
Grace, grace, God’s grace,
grace that is greater than all our sin.

*RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
One: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one

another. The peace of our Lord Jesus the Christ be with you
all.

All:  And also with you.

. .. to Proclaim God’s Word

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Our Lord and our God, now as we hear your Word, fill us with
your Spirit. Soften our hearts that we may delight in your
presence. Sharpen our minds that we may discern your truth.
Shape our wills that we may desire your ways. Through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING Exodus 12: 1-14 p- 58
ANTHEM “Let Us Pause” Choir
SECOND READING Romans 13: 8-14 p- 162
GOSPEL READING Matthew 18: 15-20 p- 20

One: The word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

SERMON “Girding the Loins!” David Arends

*HYMN OF RESPONSE ~ “Show Me Your Ways”  Dave Thomas

Singing: Show me Your ways That I may walk with You
Show me Your ways I put my hope in You
The cry of my heart Is to love You more
To live with the touch Of Your hand
Stronger each day Show me Your ways

CCLI Song # 1675024 Russell Fragar © 1995 Hillsong MP Songs CCLI License # 22516920

.. .10 Give Thanks to God . . .

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS TO GOD

THE OFFERTORY  “The Power of Your Love” Dave Thomas

Singing: Hold me close, Let Your love surround me
Bring me near, Draw me to Your side
And as [ wait, I'll rise up like the eagle
And I will soar with You, Your Spirit leads me on
In the pow'r of Your love

*QFFERING RESPONSE
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” #592

Singing: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Use our offerings, glorious God, to do your work and reveal
your love. Make us your healing salt and revealing light.
Along with our money, we give ourselves, trusting in you to
empower our witness. We dedicate ourselves and our gifts to
your glory. Amen.

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER
One: Lord in your mercy,

All:  hear our prayer.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.

*COMMUNION HYMN “Spirit of the Living God” #322

Sing 2x
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S SUPPER

GREAT THANKSGIVING
One: The Lord be with you.
All:  And also with you.



One: Lift up your hearts.

All:  We lift them up to the Lord.

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:  Itis right to give our thanks and praise

One: ... Therefore we join our voices with all the saints and
angels and the whole creation to proclaim the glory of
your name.

All:  Dying, you destroyed our death; Rising, you restored
our life. Lord Jesus, come in glory. #582

One: ... Yetyou raised him out of the tomb. He triumphed over

death so that we too may live.

All:  Dying, you destroyed our death; Rising, you restored
our life. Lord Jesus, come in glory. #582

One: ... Grant that, being joined together in Christ Jesus, we
may become united in faith and in all things become
mature in the one who is our head.

All:  Amen. #588

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
One: The gifts of God for the people of God.

All:  Let us keep the feast.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

...and to Be Sent in God’s Name

*CLOSING HYMN

*BENEDICTION
One: Alleluia

All:  Alleluia! Amen!

*RESPONSE TO THE BENEDICTION  “Go with God”

Lt. Blue Songbook #138

Singing: Go with God. Go with God.
As you leave this place, go with God.
God will direct your way, God will light ev’ry day.
As you leave this place, go with God.

POSTLUDE

“Blest Be the Tie that Binds” #438

The pper Room

“God’s Healing Music”
Sunday, September 6, 2026
Read Psalm 30: 4-12

“Sing praises to the LORD, O you his faithful ones, and give
thanks to his holy name.”

---Psalm 30:4 (NRSVUE)

Worries raced inside my mind, and though I wanted to pray,
I was unsure of what to say. I decided to search for music to relax
my mind and help me meditate on God’s healing love.

As I listened to various kinds of music over the next few
days, I felt calmer. Classical instrumental pieces allowed me to
breathe and wait on God, who is more powerful than the problems
we endure. The traditional hymns I had heard as a child grounded
me and reminded me of my hopes and dreams. Praise songs lifted
my spirits and helped me feel closer to God. Listening to and
reading lyrics about standing strong in faith, trusting in God, and
being thankful for Jesus’ sacrifice became a life-changing form of
prayer for me. Music helped me to focus on God’s promises and
renew my relationship with God during a challenging time.

The psalms reveal the hope and comfort David found in
writing songs and playing music, and even now — thousands of
years later — music has the power to engage and transform people
and connect us to our Creator. [ am grateful that God has given
musicians and writers the gift to change lives through music by
leading people to Christ.

Prayer: “Healing Father, thank you for the gift of music. Bless the
musicians and lyricists who draw us closer to you.” Amen.
--Cindy Lee (England, United Kingdom)

Thought for the Day:

“Music can draw me closer to God.”

(If you would like to read The Epper Woom each day, you may pick
up a copy in the narthex.)
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