
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Our transitional pastor, Rev. Andrew Smothers, is leaving soon! 

A farewell dinner will be held at the church on Saturday, May 

21st at 6:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall to show our appreciation 

for Pastor Andy and send him off in grand Montana fashion. 

Shhhh it's a secret! We've  purchased a farewell gift for Pastor 

Andy as a remembrance of his time in Conrad. This gift is from 

all of us and we're asking for donations to cover the cost. Please 

make your check payable to First Presbyterian Church and write   

Pastor Andy on the memo line. Remember it's a secret! A roast 

brisket, potatoes and dessert will be served, and we will do a   

potluck for the salads. A goodwill offering will be taken to cover 

meal expenses. Come join in celebrating our time with Andy as he 

prepares for his next call. Thank you, and we look forward to  

seeing everyone at Pastor Andy's farewell dinner!  

Sunday Worship at 11:00 AM 

Office Hours are Monday through Friday 

9:30 Am to 12:30 PM 

 

Starting June 5th Summer Sunday Worship 

at 10:00 AM 

Summer Office Hours starting June 6th 

Tuesday through Friday 

9:30 Am to 12:30 PM 

123 4th Ave SW 
Conrad, MT 59425 

(406) 278-3043 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

There’s an important Christian holiday that falls 
in May to which presbyterians don’t likely pay 
enough attention.  It falls on May 26th this year, and 
likely because it doesn’t fall on a Sunday, I think 
we tend to overlook it each year.  Thursday, May 
26th marks the Ascension of the Lord — the day we 
celebrate our Lord’s ascension into heaven. 

When I was young, if you’ll allow me to use that 
word, I imagined this as Jesus ascending into heav-
en as is described in Luke 24:44-53 and Acts 1:1-
11 and continuing to ascend until he landed in 
heaven — getting smaller and smaller as he moved 
out of sight.  As he had a physical body, such a vi-
sion would leave us with a lot of questions — did 
he have an oxygen tank?  Where did he find that 
2000 years ago?  How did he breathe?  Maybe this 
wasn’t necessary in his new body — one over 
which death has no power. 

In my older age, if you’ll allow my use of that 
word, I’ve come to imagine this as something be-
yond our understanding.  The best I can imagine is 
Jesus rising from the surface of the earth and shift-
ing or fading into another dimension.  In the church 
we talk of thin spaces — where the earth and the 
heavens come together.  This was well understood 
in the Jewish Temple — where God resided with 
his people.  Heaven and earth come together with a 
thin veil in places.  Other places — at least to our 
ability to sense God — seem to have a thicker 
space or thicker veil in our day.  We trust, though, 
that one day, God will return to reside with his peo-
ple (Revelation 21 and elsewhere) in the re-created, 
re-newed, and newly-perfected earth and heaven. 

Writing this at the end of April, I, also, realize 
there is another departure arriving.  May 31st will 
mark my last day serving as your transitional pastor.  
While I trust God controls the process of my depar-
ture, I don’t at all expect it will be so dramatic or so 
impactful as the one I have just described from about 
2000 years ago.  I expect I will be with you for a 
time here in Conrad — perhaps a few months.  I’ll 
see you around the community and look forward to 
greeting you.  I, though, need to ensure that you are 
able to move into your next phase or chapter — 
looking forward to where God will lead you next 
and who God will choose to lead you.  You’ve expe-
rienced such a transition just three years ago with a 
long-time, installed pastor. 

I will sign a contract with the Session and with the 
presbytery that will include the following language 
(and more) assuming it’s based on the standard pres-
bytery dissolution of call: 

All parties agree that the pastor is to abstain 
from any pastoral duties and congregational or 
church-sponsored activities as of the dissolution 

date and in compliance with Glacier’s pastoral 

ethics policy.  The pastor shall refrain from in-
appropriate contacts with his or her former 
church, including electronic contact.  The pastor 
shall not conduct worship services in the con-
gregation from which he/she departs unless pri-
or approval of the Committee on Ministry is 
granted. 

I will need to respect the limitations of this state-
ment in its final form and the broader spirit of its 
intentions.  This is for your benefit — so that some-
thing new can grow in place of what was. 

I’ve never found goodbyes easy, and we have a 
month remaining.  I understand there’s a dinner to-
ward the end of the month with some secrets per-
haps unknown to me coming up as well.  By that 
time, we will have spent nearly 27 months together 
in ministry.  We have endured and experienced quite 
a lot in such a short time including surviving a pan-
demic, enduring multiple complete transformations 
in our worship, addressing some of the challenges 
before the congregation, navigating a lawsuit, hav-
ing life together in ministry, and celebrating life and 
mourning death for friends and family — though, 
knowing death has already, ultimately been over-
come.  Thank you for allowing me to minister with 
you and to join you in both good times and difficult 
times these last two years. 

FROM THE PASTOR 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF CONRAD 

Session Highlights - April 2022 

The Church Finances:  

March 2022: 

Operating Income: $ 7,146  

Operating Expenses:  $ 11,162 

March Balance: $ 4,016 

Year-to-Date Balance: $ 2,403  

The Christian Education Committee reports: 

Plans are in the works to hold VBS with Pondera 
Valley Lutheran June 27th-28th. 

The Worship Committee reports: 

1. Communion will be served on May 1st and 
May 15th. 

2. Teams have been organized to take Home 
Communion to various homebound in May. 

3. New babies will be recognized on May 8th. 

4. High School Seniors will be recognized on 
May 22nd. 

5. May 29th is Pastor Andy's last Sunday. 

6. June 5th Worship in the Park at 10:00 AM; no 
church at FPC.  

The next Session meeting will be Monday, May 

16, 2022 @ 7:00 PM. 

My job, though, has always been to point to one 
greater than me — the one who set the example of 
how we should live, offered us a new covenant, and 
gave us new commandments and new life.  This is 
the job of all of us.  As we prepare for my departure 
— one of little significance in comparison to his, I 
leave you with his last words before he ascended: 

Thus, it is written, that the Messiah is to suf-
fer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 
and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is 
to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem.  You are witness-
es of these things.  And see, I am sending 
upon you what my Father promised; so, stay 
here in the city until you have been clothed 
with power from on high. (Luke 24:46–49, 
NRSV) 

Pentecost has arrived, and the church has been 
clothed with power from on high.  Jesus remains 
with all of us through the Holy Spirit and will con-
tinue to guide you as a church.  Look to him for ulti-
mate leadership and point to him at all times and in 
all ministries.  I wish you God’s continued blessing 
in ministry.  May you ever follow him. ? 

Grace and peace,  

FROM THE PASTOR CONTINUED 



MAY LAY READERS 
 

May 1 Carol Bain 

May 8 Helen Stordahl 

May 15 Roma Lee Fuson 

May 22 Karen Burditt 

May 29 Martha Orcutt 

DEACON’S LIST 
 

May 1 Amy & Jeanne 

May 8 Karen & DJ 

May 15 Barb & Karla 

May 22 Carol & Amy 

May 29 Bonnie & Amy 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Well, our Christian Education year has drawn to 
a close.  It has been an up-and-down year.  Our num-
bers were small, but I believe that we provided a 
good foundation for our children. 

On Sunday, April 10th, the children processed in 
with the palms.  Thanks to the help from some our 
older youth and a couple of former church school 
participants, we had a fairly wonderful group to 
bring the palms into the church.  Thanks to Arlene 
McHenry for securing the palms for us.  The chil-
dren also sang during the church service.  They sang 
“A Foolish Man” and “He’s Got the Whole World” 
with congregational participation on the last one. 

On Wednesday, April 13th, the children gathered 
for one last time at our “Spring Fling”.  They heard 
two stories, decorated sugar cookies, and did two art 
activities.  After that, due to the weather, the chil-
dren had Easter egg hunts in the Education building 
hallway (for the younger ones) and in the sanctuary 
for the older participants. Following the egg hunt the 
children were treated to pizza and juice.  We had 14 
children in attendance, along with 3 of our older 
group and an amazing number of parents.  Thanks 
go out to Martha Orcutt, Amy Zimbelman, Claudia 
Martin, Phyllis Hammermeister, Mary DiBiase, 
Liam Martin, Harper and Sophie Sanders, Nathan 
and Donna Sanders, Jane Arends, Carol and Jackie 
Miller, Mike and Wendi Dayrider, Pastor Andy, and 
Karen Burditt for the cookies. 

It is still planned to have Vacation Bible School 
with Pondera Valley Lutheran Church on June 27th - 
29th.  I am waiting to receive further information 
from them on training for that even.  We will need to 
have one adult and a couple of our teen youth to help 
out.  I am also looking at the possibilities for Pre-
school/Kindergarten.  When I have additional infor-
mation, I will pass it on to you. 

It is still possible to register for camp at Glacier 
Camp and Conference Center.  Brochures are availa-
ble in the office, or you can go to glaciercamp.org to 
find out more information.  There are scholarships 
available; please let Pam Wittmier know once you 
have signed up for camp.  

Thanks to the congregation for all of your sup-
port throughout the year.  You have made the church 
school experience a memorable one for our young 
people.  God bless you all. 

Carol Dayrider 
Church School Superintendent  

 

 

 

YOUTH GROUP 

The net proceeds from the Palm Sunday brunch 
came to $372.  Between the Bible Sunday Taco-In-
A-Bag lunch and Palm Sunday brunch, over $800 
was raised to provide scholarships to Glacier Camp 
this summer. Thank you to all who attended these 
events and gave so generously. 

Special thanks to our absolutely awesome youth 
who prepared and served these meals:  Jackie 
DuPree, Hunter Aniballi, Jacob and Lenny Scherer, 
Harper and Sophie Sanders, and Shea Shepherd.  
May our Lord keep and protect each of you this 
summer until we gather again in youth fellowship 
this Fall. 

Thank you to those who helped with clean up at 
these meals including, Kim Cooney, Karen, Darryl 
and DJ Burditt, Phyllis Hammermeister, Pam Witt-
mier, Mary DiBiase, Nikki DuPree, Arlene Newmil-
ler, Bonnie Flesch, Martha Orcutt and Pat Keil. 



PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

Presbyterian Women met on Thursday, 
April 14th at 10:30 AM.  Carol Miller and 
Bonnie Flesch were hostesses. 

Election of offices occurred.  Karen brought up 
the possibility of having co-moderators, so that 
someone can be learning what the position entails 
while serving.   Nominations for co-moderators were 
Jean Baringer and Karla Wittmier.  Motion was 
made and seconded to cast a unanimous ballot for 
the two nominees; motion carried. 

Nominations were secretary was asked for.  Carol 
Dayrider was nominated for secretary.  A motion 
was made that nominations cease and that a unani-
mous ballot be cast.  Motion carried. 

Elsie Lamma was nominated for Treasurer.  Being 
no further nominations, it was moved and seconded 
to cast a unanimous ballot.  Motion carried. 

It was decided to make further appointments for 
committees at a time when more members are pre-
sent. 

Karen led us in a devotional from 2 Corinthians 9. 
Minutes from the previous meeting were ap-

proved.   
Elsie gave the treasurer’s report.  The Special Of-

fering, Ongoing and Contingent funds were paid.  
The money for camp scholarships has also been 
made available.  Campers are reminded to notify 
Pam Wittmier when they have registered for camp.  
It was moved and seconded that the budget be ac-
cepted as presented.  Motion carried. 

Under Old Business, the new cans from Inter-
mountain are available.  You can pick them up in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Karla has made the collection box-
es for the Outreach programs.  They are currently in 
the basement but will be moved to the Narthex after 
Easter.  There is a list in each box of the items need-
ed; these lists can be taken home.   

Sewing classes will need to be approved by the 
Session when they are ready to begin.  The sewing 
machines can be used during crafting classes.  It was 
decided to table the program until the beginning of 
the 2022-2023 school year. 

There was some discussion about the possibilities 
of either a Bazaar or Rummage Sale.  There is some 
sentiment felt that when there are things happening 
in the church, the church seems more alive.  It was 
decided to table the discussion until next meeting. 

There is help needed during Andy’s farewell din-
ner.  There will be help needed for set up, to help 
serve, and clean up.  The dinner will be catered.  A 
sign-up sheet was passed around. 

It was moved to give $350 in the Local Mission 
line item to the Utterback/Meadowlark School Clos-
et.  Motion carried. 

Thank you to Martha Orcutt for the vacuum. 
The next meeting will be held on May 12th, and it 

will be our annual Salad Pot Luck.  We need to have 
as many people as possible attend, as we have im-
portant decisions to make.  Carol will send out re-
minder letters as the date draws closer.  Barb Perry 
is listed as hostess. 

Motion was made and seconded to adjourn the 
meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

On Sunday, May 8th we will honor the moms 
and their babies born over the past year.  The Mem-
bership Committee would appreciate the congrega-
tion assisting in this event by calling the Church Of-
fice at 278-3043 no later than Tuesday, May 3rd with 
baby names, birthdates, parents/grandparents, and if 
the babies and parents will attend the Mother’s Day 
Services. All help would be very much appreciated. 

 

 

WORSHIP IN THE PARK, JUNE 5TH 

A few churches in our community including First 
Presbyterian Church have decided to worship to-
gether in the Pool Park on June 5th at 10:00 
AM.  Plan to join us as we worship togeth-
er.  Remember to bring a chair or a blanket on 
which to sit as we enjoy fellowship, local Christian 
musicians, Bible readings, and prayer.  We will not 
have worship in our building that day. 

 

 

DEACONS 

Please continue to pray for Deena Vandolah as 
she continues to recuperate and rehab from surgery. 

During March the Deacons provided supper to 
Andy and Deena each Tuesday and Thursday of the 
month. Thankyou to Karen Burditt, Della Kellogg, 
Pam and Karla Wittmier, Jeanne Stordahl, Martha 
Orcutt, Bonnie Flesch, Carol Dayrider and Don 
Zimbelman for caring hands that prepared and deliv-
ered these meals. 



GLACIER PRESBYTERY IS CURRENTLY SEEKING AN INTERIM STATED CLERK.  WE IN-
VITE RULING ELDERS AND MINISTERS OF WORD AND SACRAMENT TO PRAYERFULLY 

CONSIDER WHETHER THEY MIGHT BE CALLED TO THIS POSITION.  

 

Interim Stated Clerk Position Description 
Glacier Presbytery 

April 7, 2022 
 
Overview: 

• The Stated Clerk will glorify Jesus Christ and serve Glacier Presbytery in fulfilling its mission through 
guiding and equipping the Presbytery, pastors, and sessions in their God-given and Constitutional call 

• Interpret the Standing Rules, the Book of Order, and Robert’s Rules for the Presbytery 

• Record the minutes for the Cabinet and Presbytery meetings 

• Maintain the presbytery’s minutes and records including rolls 

• Support and maintain relationships and duties between sessions and presbytery, and presbytery and 
higher councils 

• Collaborate with presbytery staff in practically supporting the leaders, committees, and ministries of 
the presbytery 

• Eight hours per week compensated, with additional volunteer hours, totaling up to 20 hours per month 
average 

Responsibilities: 

• Presbytery Support and Meetings 
To serve as a resource for Presbytery meetings with reference to the Standing Rules of Presbytery, 
the Book of Order, and Robert’s Rules of Order; to maintain regular contact with the Presbytery 
leader to assist the Presbytery in its mission. 

• Records, Reports, and Rolls 
To record the transactions of the Presbytery, keep its rolls of membership and attendance, presence 
its records carefully, and furnish extracts from them when required by another governing body of 
the church; to exercise responsibility for the presbytery’s annual review of the session records of 
particular churches. 

• Training and Orientation 
To participate in training events organized by the Office of the General Assembly; to support orien-
tation for new Ruling Elder commissioners and Teaching Elder members to Presbytery. 

Compensation: 

• $9600 annually, paid monthly 

• Mileage reimbursement at presbytery rate for presbytery work 

• $2,000 Continuing Education funds (shared with Presbytery Leader) 

• Five weeks of vacation 

• Two weeks of professional development 

Apply: 

We are accepting additional applications for the position of Interim Stated Clerk of Glacier Presbytery.  
Apply by submitting a letter of interest and one page resume to Glenn Burfeind 
(fpckalispellpastor@gmail.com) or Scott Wipperman (swipperman@fpchelena.org) by May 31, 2022.  



Per Capita:  What’s in It for Me? 
Here are just a few of the many ways you and your congregation benefit from your annual contribution 

This article edited from that by Dr. William McConnell, Mission Engagement Advisor | Spe-
cial to Presbyterian News Service submitted January 13, 2022. 

LOUISVILLE — About that budget: What is this “Per Capita” number that the presbytery 
sends us? Are they asking for money, again? What does Per Capita do for me? What does it 
do for my church? 

These are all important and appropriate questions. As a connectional church, our work is 
maintained, sustained and funded by a financial system called “Per Capita.” In this system, 

each governing body above the local congregation’s session determines how much it will cost to do what the 
Book of Order and the next higher governing council require. Each body also calculates what it will cost to do 
the ministries it believes God is calling it to do. And the General Assembly determines the cost of maintaining 
the structures and systems at the national level that support the internal work of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) and its relationships with other faith communities around the world. 

Has your congregation ever benefitted from Per Capita payments made to your presbytery, synod or the Office 
of the General Assembly? Before you say no, let me ask you to consider the following questions: 

Has your pastor ever consulted with presbytery leadership for guidance? 

Have you ever searched for a new pastor? 

Has a member of your congregation sensed a call to ordained ministry and begun the discernment pro-
cess? 

Has your pastor or Clerk of Session referenced the Book of Order when your session is making deci-
sions? 

Have members of your congregation served as commissioners to the General Assembly? 

Has a member of the Office of General Assembly staff ever attended your presbytery meeting to help 
interpret the church’s work? 

Have you read statements from our Stated Clerk, the Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II, about issues facing 
our world? 

If you answered yes to any of those questions (and there are many more), you and your congregation have 
benefitted from the dollars you have contributed to Per Capita. 

Our church is a connectional body of believers. We thrive when every member of the body is healthy and 
works together. At its core, Per Capita helps us to do just that. 

“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one 
body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body … and we were all made to 
drink of one Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:12–13). 

Pastor Andy adds…  First Presbyterian Church of Conrad contributes $62 per congregation member for the 
work of Glacier Presbytery (western Montana), the Synod of the Rocky Mountains (covering Colorado, Mon-
tana, Utah, and Wyoming), and the national denomination.  Of this $62, $8.98 goes to the national denomina-
tion, $3.00 to the synod, and $50.02 to our local presbytery.  We invite you to make this a part of your annual 
giving to support our connectional church system and the many services provided to congregations such as 
ours. 

William McConnell, CFRE, is a Mission Engagement Advisor for the Presbyterian Mission Agency serving the 
Central region of the United States. This article was originally published on the weekly blog of Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) Special Offerings. 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/mission-engagement-support/mes/our-team/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.presbyterianmission.org%2Fweekly-offerings%2F2022%2F01%2F11%2Fper-capita-whats-in-it-for-me%2F&data=04%7C01%7CMichael.Ferguson%40pcusa.org%7C2f7185c0773f408772c108d9d50e9041%7C99082a1a70af4
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/






June Birthdays 

1 Jayne Brown 

2 Jack Baringer  

 Deloris Burdick 

6 Paul Stenerson 

7 Aaron Jones 

10 Darryl Burditt 

11 Helen Stordahl 

16 Marie Ahmed 

 Linda Garnett 

19 FATHER’S DAY 

20 Sue Carlbom 

21 Ron Warwick 

25 Callie Yeager  

26 Shirley Sanders 

 Ashton Hofstad 

 Isabella Dayrider 

28 Byron Carter   

29 Jeff Baringer 

30 Andre Harris 

June Anniversaries  

8 Byron & Jan Carter 

12 Cathleen & Phil Rafferty 

13 Ralph & Helen Stordahl 

17 Marla & Gerald Bruner 

25 Llew & Carole Jones 

 David & Jane Arends 

July Birthdays 

2 Jana Brown 

 Shanna Lee Finlayson 

4 FOURTH OF JULY 

5 Jean Baringer  

10 Kristy Norman  

13 Phyllis Rauscher  

16 Elsie Lamma  

17 Allen Wittmier  

 Pam Wittmier 

18 Nick Schultz  

21 Wayne Venetz  

24 Brittney Wittmier  

25 Matthew Tranmer 

26 Jim Finlayson  

 Jessica Garnett 

27 Nicole Sullivan  

28 Kim Lettenga 

July Anniversaries  

6 Cory & Mary DiBiase 

10 Jack & Jean Baringer 

15 Tyler & Vanessa Bucklin 

24 Dwight & Julie Thompson 

28 Steve & Shellie Mellinger 

August Birthdays 

1 Phil Rafferty 

2 Valerie Elings 

4 James Meyer  

5 Alex Kallstrom 

7 Sara Hohman  

8 Mark Orcutt  

 Arlene McHenry 

 Karen Burditt  

10 Tawnya Broesder 

12 Cathleen Rafferty  

14 Jeremy Carter 

14 Rondale Sheldon  

15 Carol Bain 

21 Scott Sanders 

22 Jeanne Duncan 

 Phil Broesder 

 Karen Keil 

 Cooper Martin 

25 Richard Orcutt 

28 Jason Silvernale 

29 Steele Harris 

 Scarlet Harris 

31 Jan Carter 

August Anniversaries  

3 James & Charlotte Meyer 

7 Brian & Linda Garnett 

21 Paul & JoAnn Stenerson 

22 Nick & Irva Jean Schultz 

30 Jay & Diane Hould 



May 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  Worship 11:00 AM 
3rd Sunday of Easter 
Communion 
10:00 AM Bible Study 

2 
 

1:00 PM 
PNC 
Meeting 

3 
 

1:00 PM 
Handbells 

4 
 

6:00 PM 
Confirmation 
Class 

5 
 

6:00 PM 
Choir 

6 7 

8  Worship 11:00 AM 
4th Sunday of Easter 
10:00 AM Bible Study 

9 
 

11:30 AM 
Worship 
Committee 
 

1:00 PM 
PNC 
Meeting 
 

2:00 PM 
Deacons’ 
Meeting 

10 
 

9:30 AM  
Finance 
Committee 
 

1:00 PM 
Handbells 

11 
 

6:00 PM 
Confirmation 
Class (TBD) 

12 
 

11:00 AM 
PW Salad 
Potluck 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:00 PM 
Choir 

13 14 

15  Worship 11:00 AM 
5th Sunday of Easter 
Communion 
10:00 AM Bible Study 
CE Recognition 

16 
 

1:00 PM 
PNC 
Meeting 
 

7:00 PM 
Session 

17 
 

1:00 PM 
Handbells 

18 19 
 

6:00 PM 
Choir 

20 21 
 

6:00 PM 
Pastor Andy’s  
Farewell 
Dinner 

22  Worship 11:00 AM 
6th Sunday of Easter 
10:00 AM Bible Study 
Senior Recognition 

23 
 

1:00 PM 
PNC 
Meeting 

24 
 

1:00 PM 
Handbells 

25 26 
 

6:00 PM 
Choir 

27 28 

29  Worship 11:00 AM 
7th Sunday of Easter 
10:00 AM Bible Study 

30 
 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 
MEMORIAL 
DAY 

31 
 

1:00 PM 
Handbells 
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May Birthdays 

1 Kaye Broesder 

8 MOTHER’S DAY 

10 Michael Dayrider 

17 Esther Finlayson 

19 Terry Utterback 

 Gary Wagenseller 

21 Shannon Elings 

 Wendy Martin 

22 Phillip Hammermeister 

 Charlotte Marshall 

22 SENIOR 
 RECOGNITION 

25 Elizabeth Kestler 

27 Freda Moritz 

28 Diane Hould 

 Edna Bergstrom 

29 Andrea Coffman 

 Vanessa Bucklin 

31 MEMORIAL DAY 

 Pat Finlayson 

 

May Anniversaries  

8 Craig & Tawnya Broesder 

26 Ray & Freda Moritz 


