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Sunday Worship at 11:00 AM
Wednesday Night Church School,
Youth, & Adult Program
6:00 PM to 7:15 PM
Office Hours are Monday through Friday
9:30 Am to 12:30 PM

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Our transitional pastor, Rev. Andrew Smothers, is leaving soon! The congregation of First Presbyterian Church
Conrad is invited to share in a farewell dinner Saturday,
May 21st at 6:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall to show our
appreciation for Pastor Andy and send him off in grand
Montana fashion. Come join in celebrating our time with
Andy as he prepares for his next call. In order to ensure
that enough food is prepared, please RSVP with Kim
Cooney, Martha Orcutt or Amy Zimbelman no later than
May 1st. Stay tuned for more details as the date draws
near!
Shhhh it's a secret! We've purchased a farewell gift for
Pastor Andy as a remembrance of his time in Conrad.
This gift is from all of us and we're asking for donations
to cover the cost. Please make your check payable to
First Presbyterian Church and write Pastor Andy on the
memo line. Remember it's a secret! Thank you, and we
look forward to seeing everyone at Pastor Andy's farewell
dinner Saturday, May 21st at 6:00 PM!

FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
One of my favorite times of year is Spring —
starting around March 20 this year (in the Northern
Hemisphere). After short days (the shortest day being in December) and cold temperatures, the days
start becoming noticeably longer. The temperatures
begin to increase, the snow and ice declines, and
new life springs up. The seeds of life from the last
year germinate, grow, sprout flowers, leaves, fruit,
and more.
When I lived in Zambia, this was in some ways a
bit more obvious. Growing up in Eastern Iowa, I
was used to experiencing rain and precipitation in
various forms throughout the year (averaging 37.6
inches). Zambia was a bit of an adjustment as the
seasons were reversed due to its placement in the
Southern Hemisphere. I arrived in September and
without snow cover, the brown grass, trees bare of
leaves, and generally brown and dead-looking foliage was all around me as I would walk to the ministry I served. November brought rains and significant
rains! Some days, it would steadily rain for days at
a time during the Rainy Season as they called it.
Everything would be brought to life so that I would
eventually be creating paths through grass that was
nearly as tall as I was! Then, March came, and we
saw the last drop of rain until November — literally!
Life would transform again significantly.
As I write this, I’ve just preached on 2 Corinthians 5:16-21, which describes God’s new creation in
us, our call as ambassadors for the Kingdom of God,
and the ministry of reconciliation God has assigned
to us. I think our lives often represent the seasons.
We build new creation within ourselves — following God more intensely; then, we are reminded in
ourselves a bit of old creation and focus upon that
work of removing that old creation. This is followed
by a focus on new creation, and the cycle continues.

I invite you in this season to look for new life as it
sprouts around you but to also be a new creation —
molded by God and transformed and readied for the
Kingdom of Heaven/Kingdom of God. For some,
that might be making Lenten practices permanent
practices — filling yourself with God through prayer, reading the scriptures regularly, or practicing
other spiritual disciplines. It might be letting go of
the old creation through things you’ve eliminated
and continue to eliminate. For still others, it might
be a new practice as you grow further in Christ and
display the Kingdom of God to the people around
you, which is the work of an ambassador. Maybe
you might want to invite some people into faith and
into that perfect and glorious kingdom through Bible
studies at home, worship with us. Maybe you’ll decide to give a tour of the Kingdom of God —
glimpses of the perfect kingdom — by serving them
according to our Lord Jesus.
As you’ll see elsewhere in this letter, Palm Sunday (April 10) might be an excellent time to invite
as our children process with palm branches and sing.
Our youth will provide us a breakfast feast. Easter
Sunday (April 17) is always an excellent invitation
as we celebrate the tremendous sacrifice our Lord
and King made for us that we might be reconciled to
God and to one another.
Who will you invite and when? How will new
creation be expressed more and more in you to those
around you?

Grace and peace,

APRIL LAY READERS

DEACON’S LIST

April 3

Susan Emrick

April 3

Amy & Karla

April 10

David Arends

April 10

Karen & DJ

April 14

Jan Carter

April 14

Volunteers

April 15

Gary Klette

April 15

Volunteers

April 17

Jane Arends

April 17

Carol & Barb

April 24

Julie Katana

April 24

Bonnie & Karla

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The deadline for May’s newsletter is Wednesday, April 20th.
If you have any articles or information you would like to submit, please send them either by email to
conpres@3rivers.net or mail to:
First Presbyterian Church
123 4th Ave SW
Conrad, MT 59425

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF CONRAD
Session Highlights - March 2022
1. Our church will participate in June 5th Worship in the Park.
2. Next two Lenten luncheons will be at the Lutheran Church.
3. Free movie Lamb of God will be shown at
Orpheum Theater in early April.

The Christian Education Committee reports:
1. Palm Sunday brunch served by youth; proceeds go to Glacier Camp scholarship fund.
2. FPC will join with Lutherans for VBS in June.
The Worship Committee reports:

The Church Finances:

1. Communion will be served on April 3rd and on
Maundy Thursday, April 14th.

February 2022:
Operating Income:

$

17,121

Operating Expenses:

$

10,501

Balance:

$

6,619

Year-to-Date Balance:

$

8,376

The Finance Committee reports:
1. Annual Per Capita expense was $8,990 (Per
Capita donations to date $2,628)

2. Palm Sunday, April 10th, children will sing and
process with palms.
The next Session meeting will be Monday, April
25, 2022 @ 7:00 PM.

DEACONS
Praise God!
Our Deacon board and the Church boards of
Pondera Valley Lutheran church are humbled and
honored to announce that $4,087 was donated by
attendees to the Tristan West benefit dinner, held
on March 15th; with more donations still coming in
to the bank account set up for Tristan at Stockman
Bank.
So many hands in faith and fellowship came together to make this evening possible. Particular
thanks to the DuPree family, David & Jane Arends,
Della & Greg Kellogg, and Gary Klette, for the donation of hamburger from our congregation.
Thanks to Don Zimbelman for preparing about 7
gallons of homemade spaghetti sauce and boiling
20 lbs of dry pasta! To Pat Lee at the I/O for advertising help. To all those who gave of their time
with setup, food preparation, brownie making,
money taking, to-go order taking, & cleanup, including, Della Kellogg, Karla Wittmier, Jeanne &
Ernie Stordahl, Barb & Don Perry, Martha Orcutt,
Bonnie Flesch, and Karen Burditt. And, of course,
thank you to our Lutheran sisters and brothers for
the use of their building and their congregation's
donations of hamburger, brownies and time.
The people of our small town continuously rise
to meet the needs of our neighbors, and we are so
grateful and thankful for the generosity of so many.
The bank account at Stockman Bank will remain
open and available for additional future donations
as Tristan has a long road ahead of him and will
continue to need monies to pay for medical treatments & surgeries that are expected. Your continued prayers and assistance will be greatly appreciated.
Our Lord guides and watches out for Tristan as
an unexpected development has occurred whereby
a physician in Billings has agreed to meet with
Tristan the end of March, review his case, perhaps
take Tristan on as a patient, or direct and guide
Tristan to specific Doctors out of state better able to
address Nutcracker Syndrome. To date the family
has had to conduct their own searches for medical
care and expertise, as the health insurance system
pretty much failed them.
We continue to pray for our Lord's guidance,
comfort and care for Tristan.

GLORIOSO RINGERS
The Glorioso Ringers bell choir has begun
rehearsals! We hope that the COVID count
will remain low so we can continue.
We welcomed two new ringers - David and
Jane Arends and are delighted to have them
join us. If there is anyone else who wishes to
ring we would love to have you join us as well.
Four members are planning to attend the Bell
Festival which will be held April 29th and 30th in
Missoula. The festival has been canceled due to
COVID the last two years so we are especially looking forward to it this year.
We hope to play during worship soon and ring to
the glory of God.

TRISTIAN’S FAMILY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. We
can’t say thank you enough, especially for your continued prayers, but also to all who donated, planned,
served, and enjoyed the delicious dinner for Tristian.
We have an awesome God and know he has a plan
for our Tristian. We are blessed by all of you!

RECEPTION COMMITTEE
The Reception Committee wishes to thank the
members and friends of our congregation for their
help in making the 2022 Lenten Luncheons a great
success.
Special thanks go to Pastor Andy for his Lenten
message and to the following for their help:
Cleaning and Setup: Elsie Lamma, Karen
Burditt, D.J. Burditt, Bonnie Flesch, Martha Orcutt
Decorations: Karla Wittmier
Soup Makers: Elsie Lamma, Karen Burditt,
Claudia Martin, Jane Arends, Phyllis Hammermeister, Martha Orcutt
Servers: Jeanne Stordahl, Bonnie Flesch, Della
Kellogg, Jan Carter, Claudia Martin
Clean Up: This was accomplished in record time
with those mentioned above and additional helping
hands of our church family.
God’s Blessing and grateful thanks to all.
The FPC Reception Committee

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Presbyterian Women met on Wednesday, April 9th at 10:30 AM with Elsie Lamma and Carol
Bain as hostesses. The meeting was called to order by Jean Baringer.
Kim Cooney was present to discuss speaker topics for the PW Retreat in August 2023. The
speaker for that retreat, Rev. Jason Dorsey from Redmond, Washington, asked that we decide on
one topic for the retreat, instead of four. After some discussion, it was decided that the topic will be “The
Missional Life.” We thank Kim for taking the initiative to contact the speaker for us.
The minutes from the previous meeting were read and approved. Elsie presented the treasurer’s report.
There was some discussion about certain line items. It was decided that we should put $500 into the ongoing fund and $250 in the contingent fund. Funds will be provided for camp scholarships, supplemented by
funds from Taco-in-a-Bag and Palm Sunday Brunch fundraisers. More money will be put into Kitchen Supplies and $500 back into the Babysitting Fund. Elsie will work up a complete budget and will bring it to a
future meeting.
Correspondence was read from Intermountain Children’s Home, Thanking us for the church’s contribution through the collection cans. A total of $308.66 was donated.
Under Old Business, the Blood drawing was discussed. Elsie, Jeanne, Amy, and Karen were there and
worked on making sandwiches. The first Lenten Luncheon will be held on Thursday, March 10th at 11:45
AM. Presbyterian Women will host this luncheon and the one on March 17th. The final two luncheons will
be held on March 24th and March 31st and will be held at Pondera Valley Lutheran Church.
New Business: A report was given by the Community Outreach Committee. The schools are in need of
clothing in sizes 6-14 and suggested the following items:
Sweatpants and T-shirts for both boys and girls, Sweatshirts and hoodies, Leggings for girls and Jeans
for boys, Underwear and Socks. Karla and Martha will prepare a box/tote to put in the Narthex to receive
donations. Donations would also be appreciated for the High School food closet and clothes closet. More
sewing machines are needed for the after-school program before it can be launched.

Front Range CASE has requested Easter baskets for 17 clients, ages 1-8. Baskets are requested for 5
girls and 12 boys. Donations of grass, candy, small toys, hats, and gloves will be appreciated. The items
can be left in the Narthex. The baskets will be assembled by the children and youth in the Christian Education program.
Hi-Line Help for Abused Spouses would appreciate donations of medium/large/extra-large adult pant
sets.
The Food Pantry could use donations of personal items, such as shampoo, soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste, feminine hygiene products, socks, and underwear.
A going-away dinner for Pastor Andy is being planned for the end of May. It will be catered.
There was some discussion about whether or not to have a bazaar this year. Helen is willing to get the
craft work sessions started up again. There was also some discussion about having a rummage sale, and
dates that would be appropriate.
Karen was selected as the PW representative to the Nominating Committee. We will elect officers at
the April meeting.
National Laundry will supply 15 tablecloths monthly to be used in the Fellowship Hall at a cost of
$1.33 per tablecloth. The funds to pay for the tablecloths will come from the Reception Fund.
Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. The next meeting will be held Thursday, April
14th with Bonnie Flesch and Carol Miller as hostesses.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Dear Parents/Church Family:
Well, the Church School year is beginning to wind down and we have a busy couple of weeks ahead of us.
The last day of Church School will be held on Wednesday, April 6th. The children will be practicing their
songs for Palm Sunday. On Palm Sunday, April 10th, the children will process in with the palms during the
first hymn. If any adults would like to join us, they are welcome. We will be singing two songs. Following
the Palm Sunday service, the youth group will be serving the annual Palm Sunday brunch of breakfast burritos,
fruit cups and pastry. A free will offering will be taken, with proceeds being used to assist our young people
with scholarships to Glacier Camp this summer.
The Following Wednesday April 13th, the Christian Education group is planning to host a “Spring Fling”
for children in Preschool through Grade 4. The gathering will be held from about 3:45 PM – 5:30 PM. We
will be having a story time, crafts, music, cookie/cupcake decorating ending with an Easter Egg Hunt. We will
be serving pizza for the children after the Easter Egg Hunt. Any adults who would like to help are willing to
join us. I will also be looking for junior high/high school students who would like to join the festivities.
Summer is coming and brochures for Glacier Camp are available in the Fellowship Hall. The theme for the
camps this year is “Road Trips With Jesus”. Camps will run from Sunday through Saturday and are available
for youth in grades 1-12. Scholarships are available through the church and also through the camp. If you are
need of financial assistance, contact Pam Wittmier. More information is available at www.glaciercamp.org.
We are planning to have Vacation Bible School this year, again in conjunction with Pondera Valley Lutheran church. The dates for the program are Monday through Wednesday, June 27th -29th, in the mornings. The
program will last for 2 ½ hours; there will be a family program on Wednesday evening. The program includes
dynamic games, many fun songs with motions, memorizing scripture, a relatable evangelical Bible lesson, a
moving missionary story, and educational and entertaining review game. PVLC will be using CEF (Child
Evangelism Fellowship) Montana for the program this year. More information can be found at
www.cefofmontana.com. Make plans to join us for this special event. More information will be sent at a later
date.

It has been an up and down year for our Church School. Thanks to dedicated adults, the program has been
sustained. In particular I would like to thank Nathan Sanders for offering his time and talents to come in faithfully every week and work with our children. He is truly God’s blessing to the church. We look forward to a
new year and enhanced children’s program. Thank you all for your prayers and support.

YOUTH GROUP
Our Youth Group served Taco-in-a-Bag after Bible Sunday worship, February 27th and raised $517 for
Glacier Camp scholarships. Thank you for the generosity of all who attended, and to Don Zimbelman's help in
the kitchen & Mary DiBiase, & Karen Burditt for help cleaning up.
Youth Group's next fundraiser will be after worship on Palm Sunday, April 10th. Breakfast burritos incorporating eggs, hash browns, pork sausage, bacon & cheese will be served with salsa & sour cream, as well as
crumb cake, fruit, juice & coffee. Yummy!! Come join us in fellowship as we share Palm Sunday brunch together. Again, a Goodwill offering will be taken with proceeds supporting scholarships to Glacier Camp.
It takes many dedicated souls to put on an Adult, Youth & Children's program week after week through the
school year. Last month I particularly thanked our kitchen crew. This month I'd like to acknowledge our
teachers: Dale Keil, Amy Zimbelman, Mary DiBiase, Lisa Schmidt, Pastor Andy & Kim Cooney. In our Children's group, our Superintendent & preschool through kindergarten teacher, Carol Dayrider and 1st through
4th grade teacher, Nathan Sanders.
Being as small a group as we were this year, we had overestimated the number of Table Parents we would
need. You know what, they ALL kept coming. Week after week, without a particular group of kids to oversee, they ALL continued to come; to give of themselves and their time, to share their love of Christ and develop friendships with our kids. They could have just as easily stayed home on a Wednesday night, but they didn't. Deep appreciation to Della Kellogg, Pam Wittmier, & Nikki Dupree; as well as teachers, Dale Keil, Mary
DiBiase & Lisa Schmidt who all came early, before their scheduled Bible class time, to share dinner with our
kids.
I apologize if I've forgotten anyone. Please know I appreciate each and every one of you who heard the
calling and responded to our need, our responsibility, to provide discipleship & develop relationships with our
children, youth & adults.
God's blessings be with each of you.

April 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

16

3 Worship 11:00 AM
5th Sunday of Lent
Communion
10:00 AM Bible Study

4

5

6

7

1:00 PM
PNC
Meeting

1:00 PM
Handbells

6:00 PM
Church
School,
Youth &
Adult Group

6:00 PM
Choir

10 Worship 11:00 AM
Palm/Passion Sunday
Children Sing
Palm Sunday Brunch
10:00 AM Bible Study

11

12

13

14

15

11:30 AM
Worship
Committee

9:30 AM
Finance
Committee

3:45 PM to
5:30 PM
“Spring Fling”

10:30 AM
PW Meeting

1:00 PM
PNC
Meeting

1:00 PM
Handbells

8:00 PM
Good
Friday
Tenebrae
Service

7:00 PM
Maundy
Thursday
Service
Communion

2:00 PM
Deacons’
Meeting
17 Worship 11:00 AM
Easter
10:00 AM Bible Study

18

19

1:00 PM
PNC
Meeting

1:00 PM
Handbells

6:00 PM
Choir

20

21

22

23

6:00 PM
Choir

Pastor Andy on vacation from the 18th through the 24th
24 Worship 11:00 AM
2nd Sunday of Easter
10:00 AM Bible Study

25

26

27

28

1:00 PM
PNC
Meeting

1:00 PM
Handbells

6:00 PM
Confirmation
Class

6:00 PM
Choir

7:00 PM
Session

29

30
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April Birthdays
3

Martha Orcutt

6

Karla Wittmier

7

Joanie Brown

10

EASTER
Jennifer Baringer (Dixon)

16

Jim Meier

17

Don Perry

20

Todd Mellinger

21

Patti Mellinger
Dana Ahmed

23

Helen Elliott

26

Claudia Martin

Ernestine Olson
28

Claire Bucklin

30

Brittney Rauscher

April Anniversaries
4

Bernard & Patty Ries

15 Jerry & Velda Cowie
17 Allen & Delores Wittmier

