
The Order of Worship

December 14, 2025
Third Sunday of Advent
Youth Service

We Gather in God's Name . . .

Prelude
The Legend of the Candy Cane
Kids Church Group
Announcements and Greeting
*Call to Worship
One:
Come, let all who love the Lord enter God’s house for worship.
All:
But many are poor and do not know of Christ’s love.
One:
The we must proclaim for all to hear the news of Jesus Christ.
All:
And what shall we tell the poor and wounded in the world?
One:
Christ died so ALL might have life and is coming to lift them up.
All:
Blessed be the name of the Lord.
*Opening Hymn
“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”
#2
Special Music
“Little Road to Bethlehem”
Youth
*Call to Confession
Since we are called to a life of joy through the coming of our savior, Jesus Christ, let us examine our hearts for the things that may prevent that joy from flowing to us and through us, confessing this to our loving and merciful God.
*Silent Prayer of Confession
*Assurance of Pardon

David Arends
*The Passing of the Peace
One:
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.  The peace of our Lord Jesus the Christ be with you all.
All:
And also with you.

.  . . to Proclaim God’s Word
First Reading
Isaiah 35: 1-10
p. 663
The Lighting of the Third Advent Candle
Youth Group
Second Reading
Luke 1: 39-55
p. 57
Special Music
“It’s Christmas”
Youth
Gospel Reading
Matthew 11: 2-11
p. 11
One:
The word of the Lord.

All:
Thanks be to God.

Skit
“Marley’s Ghost”
Youth

Sermon
“Christmas Joy!”
David Arends
*Hymn of Response
“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”
#28
. . . to Give Thanks to God . . .
We Offer our Gifts to God

The Offertory
“God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”



Kenny Thiessen on the Piano
*Offering Response


“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
#592 

Singing:  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
*Prayer of Dedication
Majestic God, thank you for inviting us to share the blessings you pour out on us.  We want to extend the healing ministry of Jesus who gave sight to those who are blind and new insight to those who were searching.  Use our resources to heal attitudes as well as bodies, to bring wholeness, not just cures.  Help us to address the inequities of the earth that leave so many without food or shelter or help.  Lead us into your realm in the midst of our daily living.  Amen.
Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer
One:  
Lord in your mercy,
All:  
hear our prayer.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.
. . . and to Be Sent in God’s Name
*Closing Hymn
Joy to the World”
#40

(v. 1,2, &4)
Benediction
*Response to the Benediction
“Go, Tell It on the Mountain”


#29
Sing 2x:  Go, tell it on the mountain  

Over the hills and everywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born!
Postlude
Announcements
Mon. Dec. 15
Easy Does It Exercise
10:00 AM

Handbells
6:00PM


Session
7:00 PM

Tues. Dec. 16
Prayer Ministry
12:00PM

Wed. Dec. 17
Easy Does It Exercise
10:00 AM

Deacons Cookie Plating
11:00 AM

Learn 2 Sew
3:30 PM


Adult Discipleship Class
6:00 PM


Church School/Youth Program
6:15 PM

Thurs. Dec. 18
Bible Study @ Horizon Lodge
2:00 PM


Choir
7:00 PM
Fri. Dec. 19
OFFICE CLOSED


Easy Does It Exercise
10:00 AM
Sun. Dec. 21
Sunday Bible Class
10:00 AM

Welcome  to worship this morning!  If you have small children, you're welcome to keep them in worship or take them into the quiet room.

Our thanks go to our guest speaker David Arends, Church School & Youth Group, Youth Group for lighting the Third Advent Candle, Soloist Kenny Thiessen on the Piano, and pianist Carol Gunderson.
You will find prayer request cards in the backs of the church pews that you may fill out and drop in the offering plate as needed.
For Prayer Chain Requests, please call either Martha Orcutt, 406-868-1890 or Karen Burditt, 406-450-5295.
Sunday Morning Bible Class has begun an Advent study today, November 30th.  It is the first Sunday in a 4-week video and discussion study titled, “Heaven and Earth and the Incarnation” by Will Willimon.  The author and presenter is a retired United Methodist bishop and serves as Professor of the Practice of   Christian Ministry and Director of the Doctor of Ministry program at Duke Divinity School in Durham, NC.  Join us at 10:00 AM in Room 3.  Coffee is hot and doughnuts are fresh.
Announcements Continued
December 17th the Deacons will be preparing cookie plates at 11:00 AM in the kitchen/Fellowship Hall.  If you’d like to help by making cookies or plating cookies, you are most welcome to join.  If you bring cookies, please have at least 2 dozen.  Thank you.
The Wednesday Night Adult Discipleship Class is taking a break from our regular series to study “Voices of Advent” by Matthew Skinner November 26th through December 17th.  We won't meet December 24th or December 31st but will resume “Taming Your Thoughts” by Max Lucado starting January 7th, 2026.  Please join us Wednesday's from 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM in Room 4 for these scripture-based studies and Christian fellowship.  All are welcome!
If you have any articles to contribute to the January Newsletter, please turn them into the office no later than Thursday morning, December 18th, which should provide enough time for article placement and proofreading if all articles are received by the due date.  The newsletter will be printed and mailed out the following week, providing enough time for the newsletter to be delivered with time sensitive articles.
The Church Office will be closed on Friday, December 19th.

It’s almost that time of year again.  Annual reports are due in the church office the week after Christmas.  If the office is not open when your report is ready, you may put it in an envelope and slip it through the mail slot or email your report to conpres@3rivers.net.
Last week, the combined giving was $7,296.00.  In order to meet expenses, we need to average $3,104.00 per week.
Please remember to pray for Bruce Benjamin, Cecil & Alice Benjamin, Amy Zimbelman, Helen Stordahl, Barb Perry, Wally McHenry, Wendy Wagner, Dave Perry, Ward Orcutt, Kristine Ries Prewett, Mary Sanders, Lavon & Karen Carter, Sean Carter, Dana & Marie Ahmed, Pearl Severtson, and Hazel Jones.
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