
THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
March 22, 2020 

4th Sunday in Lent 

We Gather in God’s Name… 

Prayer of Preparation for Worship 
{for silent prayer before starting the worship playlist} 
Heavenly Father, our Lord told his followers, “Do not let your hearts be 
troubled.  Believe in God, believe also in me,”   We can be an anxious 1

people, though, when events are out of our control, when rumors spread, 
and when our lives, health, and well-being are called into question.  Draw 
near to us during this time where the world confronts this new 
coronavirus.  We know in our minds that you remain in control, that you 
work for our benefit, and that you love us.  Help our hearts to reflect 
what our minds already know and remove anxieties and panic from us.  
Father, we pray that you would draw this pandemic to a close rapidly and 
that you would protect our health and the health of all people across our 
world.  We pray this in the name of the one who created us and modeled 
for us what perfect obedience, trust, and faith look like, our Lord Jesus 
the Messiah and the Savior of the world.  AMEN. 

Announcements and Greeting 

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 23, NRSV; choose one person to lead) 
One: The Lord is our shepherd, we shall not want 
All: He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me 

beside still waters; he restores my soul. 
One: He leads us in right paths for his name’s sake. 
All: Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no 

evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff — they 
comfort me. 

One: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow us all the days of 
our lives, and we shall dwell in the house of our Lord our 
whole life long. 

All: Let us worship God. 

Hymn of Praise “Be Thou My Vision”  

Call to Confession (led by one) 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In humility and faith let 
us confess our sin to God first silently and, then, together as a 
household.  2

Silent Prayer of Confession (about 30 seconds) 

Corporate Prayer of Confession (in unison) 
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 
undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and 
strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  In your 
mercy forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, and 
direct what we shall be, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  AMEN.  3

Assurance of Pardon (led by one) 
Hear the good news!  Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ, and 
Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ 
prays for us.  Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.  The old life has 
gone; a new life has begun.  Know that we are forgiven and be at peace.  
AMEN.  4

The Passing of the Peace (You may say:  “The peace of Christ be with 
you.” and respond:  “And also with you.”) 

…to Proclaim God’s Word 

Old Testament Reading 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
{Pick someone in your household to read this scripture passage.  If you 
don’t have a Bible in your home, you can find the passage online here or 
at https://bit.ly/3981eRg (case sensitive).} 

Gospel Reading John 9:1-41 

Sermon  Rev. Andy Smothers 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
{I invite you to pray as a household offering your various praises, 
thanksgivings, and requests to God aloud.  Close with the Lord’s Prayer.} 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+16:1-13&version=NRSV
https://bit.ly/3981eRg


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever.  AMEN. 

…to Give Thanks to God… 

Prayer of Dedication of Time, Care, and Finances (in unison) 
Merciful God, all that we have originates in you.  We thank you for 
all who contribute to your work throughout the world — for 
professional healthcare workers, for volunteer caregivers, for people 
who keep us focused in our homes, for those who guide us in 
schoolwork online and on paper, for government leaders who guide 
our nation and our world as we fight this pandemic.  We thank you 
for all gifts of finances given in your name to the church and to all 
who do work as a part of your mission.  Grant all these people and us 
your blessing, unite us in spirit, in truth, and in your mission.  
Protect us in the coming week that we may gather in worship again 
soon.  In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  AMEN. 

…and Go in God’s Name 

Closing Hymn “We Walk by Faith and Not By Sight” 
Text: We walk by faith, and not by sight; with gracious words 

draw near from Christ who spoke as none e'er spoke, 
my peace be with you near. 

 We may not touch your hands and side, nor follow 
where you trod; but in your promise we rejoice and 
cry, "My Lord and God!" 

 Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; and may our faith 
abound to call on You when You are near and seek 
where You are found. 

 And, when our life of faith is done, in realms of clearer 
light, may we behold You as You are, with full and 
endless sight.  

Benediction 

Benediction Response “We Walk by Faith not by Sight” alternate form 
{Listen and contemplate} 
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