
 

 

The Order of Worship 
 

November 22, 2020 
 

Christ the King/Reign of Christ 

Service of Remembrance 

 
We Gather in God's Name . . . 

 
PRELUDE 
 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

(for silent prayer during the prelude) 

Eternal God, you set Jesus Christ to rule over all things, and made us 

servants in your kingdom.  By your Spirit empower us to love the 

unloved, and to minister to all in need.  Then at the last bring us to 

your eternal realm where we may worship and adore you and be 

welcomed into your everlasting joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, forever and ever.i  Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND GREETING 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (FROM PSALM 100) 

One: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 
 

All: Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his 

presence with singing. 
 

One: Know that the Lord is God. 
 

All: It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his people, 

and the sheep of his pasture. 
 

One: Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with 

praise. 
 

All: Give thanks to him, bless his name.  
 

One: For the Lord is good; 
 

All: his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness 

to all generations.  Let us worship God. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!” #143 

All hail the power of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall, Let 

angels prostrate fall; Bring forth the royal diadem, And crown 

Him, crown Him, crown Him, crown Him, crown Him, crown 

Him, crown Him, And crown Him Lord of all! 

Ye chosen seed of Israel’s race, Ye ransomed from the fall, Ye 

ransomed from the fall, Hail Him who saves you by His grace, 

And crown Him, crown Him, crown Him, crown Him, crown 

Him, crown Him, crown Him, And crown Him Lord of all! 

Let every kindred, every tribe, On this terrestrial ball, On this 

terrestrial ball, To Him all majesty ascribe, And crown Him, 

crown Him, crown Him, crown Him, crown Him, crown Him, 

crown Him, And crown Him Lord of all! 

O that with yonder sacred throng We at His feet may fall, We at His 

feet may fall! We’ll join the everlasting song, And crown Him, 

crown Him, crown Him, crown Him, crown Him, crown Him, 

crown Him, And crown Him Lord of all! 
 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 

One day, our Lord, as a just and merciful God, will separate the 

sheep from the goats — those who will inherit the Father’s 

Kingdom and those who will be sent to eternal punishment.  Many 

may be surprised with where they are sent.  Let us acknowledge 

God’s rule and Christ’s kingship.  Let us confess our sins. 
 

*SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

*CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Everlasting God, you come to us in the ordinary person — the 

hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick, and the 

imprisoned.  The blessing we give the ordinary person, you 

identify personally.  But we have, also, failed to feed the hungry, 

give drink to the thirsty, welcome the stranger, give clothing to 

the naked, care for the sick, and visit the imprisoned.  These acts, 

you also identify personally.  Forgive where we have failed to 

care for the troubled and the weak in this world.  Give us focus, 

resolve, and a willingness to set aside other demands to care for 

these, your people.  We pray this in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who will one day judge the living and the dead.  Amen. 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Christ will one day separate the sheep from the goats, but our identity 

has not yet been fully made known to the world or, perhaps, even to 

ourselves.  Let us change our ways and trust in God’s mercy and 

goodness.  Amen. 
 

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE  

One: The peace of Christ be with you. 
 

All: And also with you. 

.  . . to Proclaim God’s Word 

 
FIRST READING Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 p. 803 
 

EPISTLE READING Ephesians 1:15-23 p. 192 
 

*GOSPEL READING Matthew 25:31-46 p. 29 
 

SERMON “Divine Justice” Rev. Andy Smothers 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 
 

*CONFESSION OF FAITH Heidelberg Catechism (Question 57-58)  

One: How does “the resurrection of the body” comfort you? 
 

Many: Not only will my soul be taken immediately after this life 

to Christ its head, but also my very flesh will be raised by 

the power of Christ, reunited with my soul, and made 

like Christ’s glorious body. 
 

One: How does the article concerning “life everlasting” comfort 

you? 
 

Many: Even as I already now experience in my heart the 

beginning of eternal joy, so after this life I will have 

perfect blessedness such as no eye has seen, no ear has 

heard, no human heart has ever imagined: a blessedness 

in which to praise God forever. 

 
. . . to Give Thanks to God . . . 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION (IN UNISON) 

Almighty and loving God, as we remember those we have lost this 

year and in years past, we are reminded of your promise to them 

and to us.  You promise that those who are in Christ Jesus will be 

saved for eternal life — a destiny we do not deserve but you 

graciously offer.  We offer our thanks for your love of us.  Thank 

you, also, for those who have come before us, cared for us, and 

taught us the faith.  In response to your goodness, we offer these 

tithes for your work on earth.  Amen. 



 

 

 

TIME OF REMEMBRANCE WITH HANDBELLSii 

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God for those saints who 

have come before us. 
 

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

One: God of the ages, we praise you for all your servants, who 

have done justice, loved mercy, and walked humbly with 

their God.  For apostles and martyrs and saints of every 

time and place, who in life and death have witnessed to 

your truth, 
 

All: we praise you, O God. 
 

One: For all your servants who have faithfully served you, 

witnessed bravely, and died in faith, who still are shining 

lights in the world, 
 

All: we praise you, O God. 
 

One: For those no longer remembered, who earnestly sought 

you in darkness, who held fast their faith in trial, and 

served others, 
 

All: we praise you, O God. 
 

One: For those we have known and loved, who by their faithful 

obedience and steadfast hope, have shown the same mind 

that was in Christ Jesus. 
 

All: we praise you, O God. 
 

One: Keep us grateful for their witness, and, like them, eager to 

follow in the way of Christ.  Then at the last, bring us with 

them to share in the inheritance of the saints in light; 

through Jesus Christ the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, forever and ever. 
 

All: Amen. 
 

RESPONSE: “Jesus, Remember Me” #599 

Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom. Jesus, 

remember me when You come into Your kingdom. 

 
. . . and to Be Sent in God’s Name. 

 
CLOSING HYMN: “Lead On, O King Eternal” #448 

Lead on, O King eternal, The day of march has come; Henceforth in 

fields of conquest Thy tents shall be our home: Through days of 

preparation Thy grace has made us strong, And now, O King 

eternal, We lift our battle song. 

Lead on, O King eternal, Till sin’s fierce war shall cease, And 

holiness shall whisper The sweet amen of peace; For not with 

swords’ loud clashing, Nor roll of stirring drums; With deeds of 

love and mercy The heavenly kingdom comes. 

Lead on, O King eternal: We follow, not with fears; For gladness 

breaks like morning Wher-e’er Thy face appears; Thy cross is 

lifted o’er us; We journey in its light: The crown awaits the 

conquest; Lead on, O God of might. 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*POSTLUDE 

                                                 
i Book of Common Worship, 395. 
i Book of Common Worship, 390-391. 
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